Hey everybody, it's Jenny from the MSQC. And I've got a fun project for you today. Today we’re
making a star block and we’re calling it Scrappy Stars because it's made with two different
blocks. We’re using the half square triangle and we’re also using the scrappy four patch. And |
love what happens when we combine blocks with each other. So let’s look at this quilt behind
me. You can see here we’ve got our four scrappy four patches together to make one big 16
block. And then all these points are half square triangles. So we’re going to make, show you
how to make both of those blocks today and it’s just really an adorable quilt. The quilt ends up

being about 76 by 90 so it's a good sized quilt.

So to make this quilt what you're going to need is two packets of ten inch squares. And we are
using for our quilt, you can see the fabric behind us as well. We’re using Gypsy Lane by Jane
Farnham for Camelot. It’s just an adorable line. Really a cute line. And so that’s kind of fun.
You're also going to need a packet of solid pre-cut fabrics as well. That’s going to be your
background fabrics, that’s going to be this fabric in here. So let me show you how to make this.

So to make this block we’re going to start with our half square triangles on the outside. These
are our star points. And we’re going to use a method of making half square triangles where you
get eight half square triangles out of one ten inch square. And I’'m going to show you how to do
that. So what we’re going to do is we're going to take our two pieces. We're going to lay them
right sides together, just like this. Line them up, make sure they match exactly. And then we’re
going to draw a line corner to corner. Now you can see I've done that but it’s, it’s really simple.
You know you're just going to put your ruler on here and draw your line corner to corner. Then
what we’re going to do is we are going to sew on either sides of these lines, just like this. So

let’s go to the sewing machine and do that.

Alright what you want to do is you want to make sure that your sewing machine is set up so that
you’re, you know, pretty even quarter of an inch and start sewing. So we’re keeping our presser
foot lined up right along that line. We’re going to sew diagonally from one corner to the other.
We’'re just going to, when we get to the end we’re just going to flip this around and sew right
down the other side. This is such a great way to get eight half square triangles out of one
square. Alright so now what we’re going to do is we are going to cut this up. And we’re going to
make actually six cuts. Let me move this out of here so you can see this. We’re going to try not
to move our square. And we’re going to cut on the lines. So the line that we drew right here,
we’re going to cut on those lines. I'm just going to move my ruler and come over here and cut
this line. There we go. And then we’re going to cut it up and down and sideways as well. So if
you have your square lined up on your, your mat so that, so that you can count because it’'s a



ten inch square. So we’re coming in five inches. And when you lay down your ruler, another
check is that it should pass right through the center of that X. Your pencil drawn X. Alright
there’s that one and then we’re going to come over here to this one. And it’s just helpful to use
those lines and that X, everything to make sure that you're all lined up. Alright now what you've
got is eight half square triangles right here. So there’s eight of those just like that. And we’re
going to press them open. | like to just put them in a, in a pile and take them on over to the
sewing machine.

Alright so now what we need to do is we need to square these up so that they are 4 % inches.
When you start putting all these blocks together you really do have to make sure that your, your
blocks are pretty close in size. And we’re going to go with 4 7. So what I'm doing when | square
this, | just have a regular ruler with a 45 line on it. And I’'m going to set my 45 line on the, the
half square triangle line where the two squares come together. And I’'m just going to slide this
ruler until it hits 4 %%. So here’s my 4 % here which means I've got a little bit to trim and this one
is a little short on this side so I’'m actually going to flip that and do it this way. Make sure my line
is lined up on the edges and on the 45. There we go. And I’'m going to trim this off and this. And
then right over here | can see | have a little bit extra on this side so | am going to flip that, rotate
that around, make sure those straight edges are on my 4 % and just trim off this edge right here.
So it’s not hard to square up a block. It’s just, you know, you’ve got to pay attention, make sure
that your lines are lined up on the, on the 45 and on the edges of your block. And then we’re just
going to trim this off like this. And you’re going to go ahead and do this to all your blocks
because that will really help them to nest nicely and fit really well together. So let me finish this
one up right here. I've just got to concentrate a little here. So | have a whole pile of those done
here and ready to go.

And what we’re going to do with these is we are going to sew these together like this, with our
whites to the middle and it looks like a flying geese. And this is actually a really easy way to
make a flying geese. But we want our points to come down like this. So we put our whites
together in the center. And we’re going to sew all four of these together. So I’'m going to bring
this pile over here to my sewing machine and we’re going to sew them all at once. And then
they’ll be ready for us to add as we, as we get our block done. They’ll be ready for us to add.
And we’ll be able to have them all together and ready to go. Now we’re going to set these aside

and we’re going to work on our scrappy four patch.

So for the scrappy four patch you need charm size squares. So we're going to gather a couple
of charm size squares here. And what you’re going to do is you're going to take your pieces,



your big ten inch pieces and we’re going to cut those in half, both directions. And that’s going to
give us four five inch squares. Let me put this back down here. So | am just going to go ahead
and cut this in half and in half again. And you're going to do this with 20 of your blocks. Alrighty
here. Alright, so now you should have four five inch squares that are the same. And we’re going
to stack these all in a pile because we are going to use these for our scrappy four patch. Now
the scrappy four patch is a fun block. And | use it a lot if | need a big block like this, you know
with the 16’s in them. | use it a lot for that. But these just make four patches so anything that

uses a four patch, this is a great method to use. It's just quick and easy.

And so let me show you how we did that. What we’re going to do is we’re going to take our
squares and put them right sides together and we’re just going to sew on the sides. So you want
to have some contrast, so make sure when you're picking through your blocks, that you pick
lights and darks and put them together. And we’re just going to sew the sides. So let’s go to the
sewing machine and just sew the sides of this. I'm going to move this down here so you guys
get a better view of this. And we are just going to sew just the sides of these. And so if you have
your whole stack all set out you can actually just chain piece these and do one after the other,
after the other. You can come all the way down one side and then when you’re done on this
side, you can just flip it and come down the other side because we’re only sewing the sides on
this. Alright.

So now we’ve got these, our whole pack is done like this, all of our squares. And I'm just going
to stack them on top of each other. Be careful if you do that, you want to make sure that they’re
lined up exactly because we’re going to cut them right in half. Now our squares are five inches
so we’re coming in 2 %2 and making our cut just like this. Then we’re going to iron these open.
So let’'s come here and do that. And they should have some pretty good contrast to them. So

now you have a bunch of pieces that look like this.

Now what we need to do, our next step is sewing these together end to end to end. You can see
| have some going here. I'll add on one of these and one of these and, and you’ll get to see
what, what, how fast this makes four patches. So let's go ahead and put this one on here. And
what | do is | like to start my few stitches and then I’'m going to make sure my middles nest up.
And you can feel that with your fingers, if there’s no space in between. And that’'s what we want.
We want, we want, we want those middles to line up exactly. So let’s go here. | think this one is
going to be better here at this end. So I'm just going to take a few stitches to hold it, then I'm
going to make sure that my middles line up. And if you have a middle that is ironed the other
way, just, just move it and and make it so that it nests nice and flat. And again when I’'m talking



about nesting I'm talking about making sure that these little middle seams line up perfectly right
here. You want those to line up really nice. So then we’re going to press this down again. And
then just how we, just how when we sewed our two charms together, we cut that in half, we're
going to come along now and cut these in half. So we’re going to go 2 'z inches from here and
do our first cut. And then you lose your seam allowance so | like to fold that over because from
every seam edge it's going to be 2 2 inches. And so here we go, 2 2. And there’s our first
scrappy four patch. And 2 % like this and there’s our, oop let’s keep this lined up nice and
straight. We’re getting a little wonky. There we go and our second scrappy four patch. And
you're just going to keep doing that to the whole thing until you get a whole bunch of four

patches. And | have a stack of them right here done.

And then what we’re going to do is you’re going to take four of these and you’re going to mix
them all up. And we are going to sew them together to make a 16 block. And we’re going to do
this just like you would normally do a, do a four patch block so we’ll sew these two and these
two. And then we’ll sew these to these. So let’s head to the sewing machine. It’s starting to get
exciting. | love it when things start coming together. You can actually see, see what’s going to
happen. There we go and match, nest up that middle seam. And then one more. And nest it up.
Make sure it fits. Alright now we’ve got these two done this way like this. And we’re going to put
these right sides together. Wait a minute, there we go. You don’t want to have any line up so we
put we’re going to put these right sides together now like this. And we want to match all those
tiny little seams up because that will just keep our 16 block in perfect shape. So we’re just going
to make sure all of our little seams nest together very nicely. Lay nice and flat. You'll be able to
feel it with your fingers. There we go. Alright now let’s press this open. So fun. So now you can
see our little 16 patches together.

So now we’ve got to, this is where our half square triangles come in. And you're going to see
them. Look at this. Here’s our legs right there, right here, right here. You’re going to put them on
all four sides. Then we have these four corner squares. What you do for those is you’re going to
grab one of your, one of your ten inch squares. And I've got one right here. And because, now
whenever you take two seams on a five inch square it makes, it ends up being 4 72 . So you'’re
going to have to cut four 4 %z inch blocks out of your ten inch square which | have done here.
And those are going to go in the corners right here, just like this. And so basically what | like to
do when | put a block like this together is | sew these two to these legs right here. I'll sew that
unit. | sew this unit. And then | sew this, this bottom row as well. And when you get all those
together you get this awesome star just like this. And you're going to want to go ahead and
make 20 of these. And so then when you go to put them together over here you can see there’s
four across the top and five down. And when you go to put these blocks together your rows,
your blocks are going to nest right together. So when you attach this block to the next block,



there’s no sashing in between. You’re just sewing block to block. So you’re going to sew five
rows of four and you’re going to end up with a quilt that is 76 by 90 so that’s a pretty good sized
quilt. So we hope you enjoyed this tutorial on the Scrappy Four Patch Star from the MSQC.



